MI1SSISSIPPI FORESTRY COMMISSION
COUNTY WIDE MANAGEMENT PLAN
FOR
JONES COUNTY SCHOOLS
JONES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

INTRODUCTION:

Jones County has 16 sixteenth sections and 1 school land with the Jones County School

Board overseeing these sections. Thereisatotal land area of 10,314 acres. Of thisamount

8,020 acres are growing timber and 2,294 acres are non-forested. Based on per centage, 78
percent istimberland and 22 percent is non-forested. The objective of the plan is to outline
steps, which if followed, will allow for full timbeproduction on every acre of sixteen section
land covered by this plan. This plan was writtengden (10) year period. This plan will have to
be revised in 2022. It should be understood thapthn was prepared to be used as a guide and
it can be changed as conditions warrant.

At this point in time, the cut cannot be reguldbgdhe growth completely. This is due to several
factors that will be discussed in detail later.sTpian provides a starting point to continuously
bring this land into full production with regulatadnual cut. At the present time, the average
stand and stocking is well stocked. Through impno#et cuts, tree planting, and timber stand
improvement work, growth can be increased to tiserelé level over the coming years.

HISTORY OF THE FOREST:

The forest management agreement between the Mpgsis®restry Commission and the Jones
County School Board provides for the managemethetimberland by the Forestry
Commission. The Forestry Commission acts as thed3otechnical advisor on all forestry
matters. All work will be explained to and approusdthe Board of Education prior to its
execution. Work such as timber sale preparationaaministration, prescribed burning, fire lane
construction and maintenance, boundary line pajnand other work will be done on an actual
cost basis.

In the past 30 years, a considerable amount of Wwaskbeen done on these lands in an effort to
get all forest acres into full production. Thes®rs will continue to be noticeable in the near
future as more sales are made and the volumescsimauéase.



MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES:

Management objectives consist of four (4) main i he first being to have the forest
managed for sustained yield for pine sawtimbere 3écond is to build up growing stock. The
third objective is to get every acre producingtsofull potential. The fourth objective is to
continue to provide adequate wildlife habitat whatél producing good quality timber. The steps
necessary to meet these objectives will be outlingde remainder of this plan.

FOREST DESCRIPTION:

The school trust lands of Jones County are compaofktuatee (3) primary timber types.
Bottomland hardwood, mixed pine and hardwood, and gare the three timber types. The
bottomland hardwood stands are primarily located@the stream side management zones and
in areas that are not conducive to pine productibime species found in these stands include: red
oak, white oak, gum, poplar, cypress, maple and Gdese stands currently occupy six (6)
percent, or four hundred and eighty-one (481) asféise forested areas.

The mixed pine and hardwood stands are locatedriows areas that have not been converted to
pine production at this time, but will be in theéute. The species found in these stands include:
red oak, white oak, hickory, longleaf pine, shatlpine and loblolly pine. These stands
currently occupy twenty (20) percent, or one thadsaix hundred and four (1,604) acres of the
forested acres.

The pine stands are located in areas that havedoemerted to pine production and are suitable
for this purpose. The species found in these amaprimarily loblolly and slash pine. These
stands currently occupy seventy-four (74) percantive thousand, nine hundred and thirty-five
(5,935) acres of the forested acres.

The site index, which is the measure of the pradiigtof a site varies from eighty (80) to
ninety-five (95) across the school trust landsegéhsites range from good to excellent for pine
production. The following is the product distritmut for all of the school trust lands in Jones
County: clear cut: 6% or 482 acres; reproduct®n:or 304 acres; sub-merchantable: 17% or
1,349 acres; pulpwood: 24% or 1,934 acres; chipm-45% or 1,192 acres; sawtimber 34% or
2,758 acres.

PRODUCTION OBJECTIVES:

The primary production aim is to produce high ogyadawtimber at the lowest possible cost.
Over-mature hardwood and mixed pine and hardwaatbistwill be harvested and converted to
more productive loblolly pine plantations wheresifeasible. Attention will be given to leaving
enough hardwood to provide efficient wildlife haitThis will be accomplished by leaving
stream side management zones along perennial amelistermittent streams. Hardwood sites
that are not convertible to pine will remain in déhaood production.



No amount of volume can be set at this time todmeaved from these lands each year. Attention
needs to be given to removing low grade materi# wie ultimate objective of having the best
species of trees growing the most volume possdées need to be made as rapidly as possible.
The available market will be the governing factortbe size and speed of the sales, as well as
the land classification and type of lease, if anyplved.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:

General Silvicultural Recommendations:

This plan was written with the idea of restockirging artificial regeneration. The overall plan
for regeneration will be as follows: All merchan@bmber will be harvested during the final
harvest timber sale. The site will be evaluatednuipe completion of the final harvest to
determine what site preparation method will beadlé for the site. Site preparation may be
completed by chemical site preparation, mechamsitalpreparation, or burning. All sites will
then be planted with loblolly pine seedlings apacified spacing. The planting may be done by
hand or by machine. All reforested areas will baleated the fall after they are planted to
ensure that adequate survival was retained anaréas are sufficiently stocked.

The majority of the hardwood sites located on ttesl trust lands in Jones County are utilized
as stream side management zones to protect watktycqand enhance wildlife habitat. These
sites will be worked over the life of the plan, biog integrity of the sites will be maintained.
The hardwood sites that are suitable for pine prodn will be converted during the life of this
plan. All site preparation, release, burning, salés are scheduled in the individual plan
activities. All management recommendations willt@tto account Mississippi’s Best
Management Practices guidelines.

FireControl:

The Mississippi Forestry Commission has the respaitg of the fire control on all sections.

The Commission operates two (2) suppression umilsmes County. In the event of emergency,
units may be called in from adjoining counties.

Dispatching of fires is done by contacting the cardispatch located at this District Office in
Bay Springs, Mississippi at 1-601-764-2711.

| nsects and Disease:

At the present time there are no real problembérarea. The best prevention of insects and
disease is a healthy vigorous stand. A close waite$t be kept to detect an outbreak of insects
and disease. If an outbreak occurs, the area wiltdated by the use of an emergency timber
sale, cutting, piling, burning, spraying with cheals, and/or a combination of these measures.




Utilization and M arketing:

All products removed from the lands covered by ghén will be marketed and utilized to their
best use. All marketing will be in accordance with schedule in the appendix. All
intermediate thinning will be conducted by utiliginperator select harvesting. These sales will
be sold by the ton. All final harvests will be sed by forestry commission workers and the
cruise data will be computed by the forester inrghaf the sale. Volume will be computed
using the Doyle Scale with the appropriate fornssés. The sale will be advertised by the Jones
County Board of Education, Jones County. The pesfatlvertisement will be 21 days. Sample
contracts will be sent to all buyers in the arethefsale by the Forestry Commission. All bids
must be marked “bid” and sent to the Jones Coungr®of Education, Ellisville, Mississippi.
The successful bidder will be governed by the teofrthe contract. These sales will be sold on
a lump sum basis. The forester in charge will nadeodic checks of the cutting operation to
insure compliance with the terms of the contract.

The Board of Education will be invoiced for the wat the completion of the sale. A minimum
of 15% percent of the sale will be placed in am@sdund for forestry work of any approved
type. When more funds are needed, the Forestry Gssion may request the Board of
Education to place additional funds in the escrowoant. This may be from timber sales, or
from the general fund money.

Physical |mprovement:

Physical improvements are needed. Boundary lined teebe painted and/or maintained on a six
(6) year cycle; permanent firelanes need to be @tban some sections. All work must be
approved by the Board of Education.

The work may be done by Forestry Commission emgeye by contractors. Contract work
should be limited to injecting, machine site prepian, herbicide application, and tree planting.
All other activities can typically be best handl®dForestry Commission employees. Funding of
firelanes, site preparation, and the tree plantangbe cost shared under the Forest Resource
Development Program.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

The term “best management practice” refers to atjgeor combination of practices, which is
determined to be the most effective, practical mezmpreventing or reducing the amount of
pollution generated by non-point sources to a levehpatible with the water quality goals.



Public land management can generally be dividealtimee categories as follows:

1. General forest management which consists of ptesttbourning, hardwood brush
control with chemicals and other general mainteaanark.

2. Timber harvesting — this is the cutting and remgwi forest products. These cutting
operations will vary in size, shape and type cgttaicording to the specific situation.
These cuttings will include but not be limited tséct removal, thinning of stands or
clear cutting of stands.

3. Post harvesting — this is any activity carried asia result of harvesting and conducted
after the harvesting has been completed. Thesategiwill include but not be limited to
hardwood brush control, regeneration work and matstruction/maintenance.

All work on public lands will address pollution nats on upland, bottomland and wetland sites.
All work will be planned and carried out accordilmgMississippi’'s Best Management Practices
Handbook.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES:

All public lands will be managed in accordance with current laws and regulations governing
both plants and animals that are considered thmedtand/or endangered. Prior to any
management activity the tract(s) in question walldurveyed for any known threatened or
endangered species. If any species is found ot treen the tract will be managed in
accordance with the guidelines published for tlzatipular species.

HISTORICAL, CULTURAL OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL ITEMS:

Any historical, cultural, or archaeological itenaths found on public land will be identified,
located, marked and preserved. No silviculturatfca that will damage or destroy these items
will be conducted on the site. Sufficient area athe site may be excluded to insure that the
site will not be damaged. There are no publish&td bf items to be preserved. Items would
generally consist of old monuments, grave sitediailmmounds, etc.



